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From Your Potentate
A. Paul Pabón & Lady Karen
Good day Ladies and Nobles. October, for your Potentate and First Lady, started on the first, as
most months do. However, usually we have a couple of days to prepare for the month, but not
this month. On the first of October, your First Lady and I were honored to conduct our Official
Visit of Kerak Karavanners. The Karavaners are a fun group who enjoy RVing and each other’s
company. It is unheard of to see a Karavaner without an ear to ear grin. The O.V. was held at
“Skipolini’s” in Reno… What a great time and delicious Italian cuisine.
Next came commitments to York Rite Masonry, Blue Lodge Masonry and Eastern Star,
followed by Knight Templars Official Visit at Lahontan Commandery, in Fallon Nevada, in
which all Grand York Rite Officers had a great time and this time, delicious Mexican cuisine.
Next, it was the Wrecking Crew’s Official Visit, in
Yerington, Nevada, at Dini’s Lucky Club
Casino… Boy! These guys know how to party! As
in the previous O.V.s this month, another great
time with some heavy party animals, this time
though, it was an Americans cuisine, including a
prime-rib, which was to die for… Thank you so
very much Wrecking Crew and especially Noble
Jay Dini, Past Potentate.
Then came two of the most momentous
days of my life… Scottish Rite and a
32nd Degree of Free-Masonry. Much
can be said about either York Rite
Degrees or Scottish Rite Degrees, but
what can be said about the York Rite
Degrees AND the Scottish Rite Degree,

is a level of enlightenment, brightening a Masonic Path I never dreamt existed in Free-Masonry.
I recommend it highly!

Then came the Colorado River Fall Festival, in Laughlin, Nevada where
twenty-five Brothers became Companions, as York Rite members, and
then, Sir Knights of the Temple, in York Commandery. One of the Sir
Knights that was created was Joseph Donato, from Escurial Lodge No.7
and who I had the highest honor which can be bestowed a York Rite
Grand Lodge Officer, that of Knighting a brother Mason. These are
moments that will last forever for both Sir Knight Joseph and me.
Next, it was our Stated Meeting and as is most common, we began with Social Hour at 5:00
PM. Social Hour took on a new meaning, or maybe, perhaps better said, an old meaning… First
came Dracula and a very spooky, dressed all in black, dark eyed, hooded witch. Next a bunch of
guys dressed in lederhosen and funny hats… they said they were the band. Next the Pope
followed by a nun (Sister of the Cloth) and I swear a
mermaid was being followed by the Bishop, a pretty girl
in a pumpkin shirt and it all was beginning to making
sense to me… Halloween/Oktoberfest, at Kerak Shrine.
Complete with an Oompah Band, much beer and other
adult beverages and you have the recipe for a wild and
crazy night… It was!
It’s getting close to the end of the month, and just when
you think the
month’s fun is winding down…BAM! The Nevada Day
Parade. Many of us take this parade for granted, but did
you know Nevada Day festivities is the largest
celebration of Statehood in our Nation. Having to start
Nevada Day with a parade and participating in the parade
is a lot of fun. We, (The First Lady and I), hope to be able
to participate in this parade for many, many years.

The Oasis was held at Ross Gold Park, better known as
“Duck Pond Park”. Fun, laughter, great burgers and dogs by
Chef Chief Rabban, Cody Conway. We had the pavilion all
to ourselves, on one of the most beautiful days October has
ever seen. And we ate, ate, ate some great deliciousness.
You probably are noticing a common theme… We go here, and we eat, we go there, and we eat,
then we come home, and we eat, we eat and then we eat some more. And so, the year has gone,
and I have not mentioned the out of state stuff where we eat… all day long.
Well, let get started on November… October
was a great month …
Honey! Do we have anything planned for the
end of the month… I was thinking of kicking
back and start laying plans for November…
Sorry love, I hear from the other room, today we
have “Re-Affirmation Sunday”, at St. Paul’s
Presbyterian Church, in Virginia City, followed
by a luncheon with the Royal Arch Masons, at
Café Del Rio, and then dinner with “Argenta”
Eastern Star, at Escurial Lodge No.7…
Oh well, I heard they have a great chicken dish at Café Del Rio’s and a full bar. And Escurial
Lodge will be serving a mean spaghetti…
I heard it said it is tough being the Potentate and First Lady, but you know… somebody’s gotta
do it! Sure, Glad It’s Us!
Honey, is my tux clean?
See ya all in December, no November Stated Meeting, but on December 19, 2018… I hear
dinner is going to be awesome! Ho-Ho-Ho!

Paul

2018
POTENTATE’S UPDATED CALENDAR
November 8
November 9
November 11
November 12 & 13
November 14
November 16 & 17
November 22
November 28
December 1
December 2
December 3
December 12
December 15
December 16
December 17
December 19
December 25
January 1

Golf Club Official Visit
Argenta Eastern Star Installation, Virginia City
Veteran’s Day Parade, Reno, Nev.
Grand Lodge Sessions
Scottish Rite, Reno Masonic Lodge #13
First Lady’s Project booth at the Carson City High School Christmas Craft Fair
Thanksgiving
Chief Rabban and Chief Rabban’s Lady’s Night (Coordinated by Assistant Rabban)
Sparks Hometowne Christmas Parade, Sparks, Nev.
Shrine Kids Christmas Party, Kerak Shrine
Karavaners Christmas luncheon meeting at Skipolini’s
Scottish Rite, Reno Masonic Lodge #13
Installation of Officers, Amity #4, Silver City
Christmas party at Bill and Cindy Earnhardt’s
Visit to Honored Ladies’ Christmas Luncheon
Kerak Stated Meeting and election of officers, 5:00 P.M. Social, 6:00 P.M. dinner, theme
will be ‘A Christmas Party” Perhaps a visit from Santa, 7:00 P.M. Business Meeting
Merry Christmas
Happy New Year

First off, let’s all welcome new members Brian Merkowski and Raymond Bedford voted in at our October
stated meeting.
And speaking of the October stated meeting, for those who couldn’t make it, you missed a good time. During
the social hour, we were entertained by an “Oktoberfest band”. They were really good. Thanks to Barry Seifers
for arranging it. Also, the food was good, thanks to Cherry Bomb Catering who has been taking good care of us
all year.
The Nevada Day Parade was successful, we had a great turnout not only from the Shrine, but from the
Daughters of the Nile TOO. Good to see Andy and the ambulance, the firetruck, kart club, etc. The oasis after
the parade was also very good. It was held at Ross Gold Park, otherwise known as Duck Pond Park. It was a
good location; don’t know why we haven’t used it before. Thank you, C.R. Cody Conway and A.R. Chris
Shoemaker for putting it together. Next up is Chief Rabban night. That too should be fun. No stated meeting in
November.
The December stated meeting, which will also be election of 2019 Divan Officers, will not be the 4 th
Wednesday (too close to Christmas). The date will be the 3rd Wednesday, December 19th. We need a good
turnout for the election, for the future of Kerak Shrine. Vote for those you have confidence in to lead us for
2019.
Electioneering:
A candidate for elected office in a shrine temple may print, publish and circulate during the year he is seeking
the elected office, a resume consisting of his educational background, vocational history, and his masonic and
shrine record. Except as provided in the prior sentence, the printing, publication, circulating or distribution of
resolutions, letters, telegrams, tickets, e-mail, or other devices, by a noble, or a group of nobles suggesting,
recommending, opposing or containing the names of proposed candidates for office in the temple is
prohibited. The expenditure of money for gifts, favors or entertainment on behalf of a candidate for elected
office is prohibited.
For any violation of the above, the imperial potentate may suspend any offending noble and he may declare
the election of officers void and order a new election.
And now for the interesting part: Minutes of our stated meeting October 24 2018.
Meeting called to order at 7:20 p.m. by Potentate A. Paul Pabón.
Present were Divan Officers Potentate A. Paul Pabón, C.R. Cody Conway, A.R. Chris Shoemaker, O.G. Terry
Hurt, Treasurer Josh Lantz and Recorder Howard Elsfelder, Acting Chaplin Dan Fuhrman and 29 other nobles.
Introductions were made which included most Worshipful Mark Marsh, and other Grand Lodge Officers Steve
Robison, Richard Graver and Terry Edis.
Past Masters and Past Potentates were also introduced.

The altar was draped, and the black camel prayer was given by A.R. Chris Shoemaker in memory of Robert
“Harry” Groves, Gordon Foote, Serge Ohanian, Robert Milovich, James Conrad, Richard Margerum, Emmette
“Gene” Moss and Past Potentate Gene G. Fox.
P.P. Michael Fox spoke on the unfortunate accident of his father P.P. Gene Fox.
Correspondence was read.
Petitions were read for Brian Darren Merkowski and Raymond Kenneth Bedford.
Usual balloting rules were suspended and both were unanimously elected. They then entered where they
were given the Cold Sands Ceremony.
The treasurer gave his report.
The C.R. announced at this point, we are still looking for a venue for a 2019 circus. He advised the Jordan
Circus will do the circus in June, if we can find a venue.
A.R. noted the paddles for difibullators need to be changed, along with stocking of the first aid kits. Dan
Fuhrman said he would handle both issues.
A.R. reminded there will be no stated meeting in November, as we will have “Chief Rabban’s Night” in lieu
thereof.
O.G. nothing to report.
Nobel Bob Pohlman gave his report on the Salt Lake City Hospital.
Nobel Rick Graver gave his report on the Sacramento Hospital.
New Nobel Brian Markowski reported on a patient he introduced to S.H.C.N.C.
In closing, Most Worshipful and Nobel Mark Marsh gave the final words.
The meeting was closed in short form at 8:37 p.m.
Howard Elsfelder - Recorder
we sparked any interest in you to become more active or if you have other interests, give me a call. Our
success depends a lot on you and your involvement.

Next coming up:
The Veteran’s Day Parade 11/11/18 Reno
Sparks Hometowne Christmas Parade, 12/1/18 Sparks
All MEMBERS, OLD AND NEW, EVEN PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS
COME JOIN US
Howard B. Elsfelder - Recorder

Kerak Shrine First Lady’s Message
November 2018
By Lady Karen Pabón
First Lady’s Project – Assistance to the Comprehensive Cerebral Palsy Center
Shriners Hospitals for Children, Northern California and Salt Lake City, Utah
We had a very successful October. We started with the Karavaners meeting as
reported in the last Kourier. Still thanking them for the very generous donation to
the First Lady’s Project.

Next, we had a great time at the Air Show Party at
the Earnhardt’s. Wow, the Blue Angels are
amazing and Bill got some great pictures with his
cell phone…

From there we had a beautiful fall day drive to Yerington for the Wrecking Crew
Official Visit. We had a great time with great food at Dini’s Lucky Club. The
Wrecking Crew provided me with a very generous check towards the First Lady’s
Project. Thank you so much, Wrecking Crew!
And speaking of the beautiful fall day, we had time to get one last camping trip in
this year. A wonderful trip to Ft. Churchill and hiking around the ruins with good
friends finished the camping season in style. And you just might see the First Lady
on Channel 8 in the coming months. I was interviewed regarding the camping and
the history of Ft. Churchill.
As many of you know, Paul is the Potentate, the Worshipful Master at Escurial Lodge
in Virginia City, and a member of the York Rite bodies. Apparently, that was not
enough…he now joined Scottish Rite!
Immediately after the Scottish Rite installation, he headed to Laughlin to participate
in the Colorado River Festival for York Rite and to “Knight” our dear friend, Joe
Donato.

A race from Laughlin to Reno brings Paul back for the Stated Meeting. The
Halloween/Oktoberfest themed night was so much fun. Paul and I were dressed like
our Fezzy Bear pins…Fezzy Bears dressed for Oktoberfest! Others were dressed up
too. The food was great including pumpkin
chili and pumpkin bread. And we danced to
the Oompah
Band…they
were
wonderful!
What a great
night for a visit
from the Grand
Master!
And then there was the FUNdraising! This was sure FUN! The chances to win along
with a very interesting live auction and individual donations brought in $1,115. What
a generous night! Thank you to all!
And last, but not least, the Nevada Day Parade. The Mason Brother and Sisterhood
had such a great showing including Shriners, Daughters of the Nile and Rainbow Girls.
We also had a wonderful Oasis with the Shriners and the DON. Cody sure is a master
griller!

We are looking forward to the Veterans Day Parade in Reno on November 11. Listen
for the details on a robo-call and come join us to honor all of our veterans and
participate in another day of Brotherhood.
Ladies, please join us for the Christmas Party and gift exchange on the night of the
next Stated Meeting, December 19. This will be a recipe gift exchange. Please bring
your favorite recipe with the non-perishable ingredients in a bag, basket, container,
etc. We will draw numbers and play the exchange game.
I wish you all a very Happy Thanksgiving. We have so much to be thankful for.

Don’t forget to set your scale back 10 pounds
and
Gobble til you Wobble

2018 KERAK SHRINE CLUBS AND UNITS
CLUBS
Clubs are outlying satellite parts of Kerak Shrine that work to support the Shriners
Hospitals and the Kerak Shrine Center.
EL-KO

Reed Moseley

775.934.9759

Kit Carson Valley Shrine Club

Mike Chapton

775.392.3102

Pizan Switch

Mike McCurry

760.937.2204

UNITS
Units are groups of Shriners, families and friends who have a common interest
and enjoy getting together.
Arabians
Arabian Knights
Golf Club
Greeters
Karavaners
Klowns
Moonshriners
Motor Kart Unit
Honda Hot Shots
Over The Hill Gang
Provost Marshal
Rod & Gun Club
Stagecraft
Wrecking Crew

Greg Adams
Chris Shoemaker
John Reed
David Thiel, P.P.
George McKiernan
Richard Scott
Todd Williams
Michael J. Fox P.P.
Merged W/ Motor Kart Unit
A. Paul Pabón
Rod Stahl
John Little
Larry Snearly
Keith Mikaelsen

775.722.3075
775.400.1369
775.825-2557
775.530.3151
775.722.6661
775.843.9526
775.240.1286
775.742.1867
775.720.4097
775.846.2140
775.771.9420
775.742.0933
775.851.8746

KIT CARSON VALLEY SHRINE CLUB
All past, present & future Kit Carson Valley Shrine Club members!

Special election and planning for 2019, BIG EVENT in the forecast.

Douglas Lodge # 12 in beautiful downtown Genoa.
Friday, Nov 16th 10:am

Any questions? Call Bill Earnhardt @ 790-3898

Kerak Shrine Golf Club
A Social Club That Plays Golf
We’ve finally reached the end of our 2018 golf season and with it came the Club Championship tournament
and the announcement of the winner of the 2018 Point System.
October 18th was the first day of the Club Championship tournament and was played at Eagle Valley East.
The second day tournament was played at Washoe the following day. The winner of the two-day tournament
and our 2018 Club Champion was Dan Venters. John Reed, Ed Nelson and Klaus Wohlgemuth were in the
next three places. Closest-to-the-Hole winners for the two days were John Reed (twice) and Klaus Wohlgemuth.
Following play at Washoe, all the players met in the Washoe club house for libations, presentations to the
tournament winners and some good ole Shriner camaraderie. Dan will have his name engraved on the Club
Champion plaque displayed in the Kerak temple.
The Club Championship tournament was also the final event for the 2018 Club Point System to determine
the 2018 Golfer of the Year. This year’s winner with the most points accumulated from January to October was
Frank Omboli. Frank will have his name engraved on the Golfer of the Year plaque displayed on the wall in the
Kerak Temple. See the club website for a complete member point listing.
Previously in the month on Thursday, the 11th of October we had our regular meeting and luncheon at the
Napa Sonoma on South Virginia. Not a lot discussed, just a good lunch and some interesting discussions.
Next Monthly Meeting – Napa Sonoma Restaurant – Thursday – November 8th
The 2018 Kerak Shrine golfing season for the Club is over, but we’re now looking for Shriners and guests
who would enjoy playing some fun golf for the 2019 season. If interested, contact President John Reed,
825-2557, john.w.reed@charter.net, or Secretary Tom Buntin, 827-3930, nitnub@sbcglobal.net.
All pertinent golf club information is on the Kerak Golf Club website – kerakgolfclub.com.

News from the

Karavaners Unit

November 5th, 2018 Newsletter and Minutes
1. The meeting was called to order by Wagon Master George McKiernan at 12:00 PM
2. The lunch was attended by 28 people. We ordered first and, while the meals were
prepared, we conducted our business.
3. The Pledge of Allegiance was given
4. George thanked Dwain and Betty for hosting the luncheon
5. Introduction of guests: There were no guests.
6. The reading of the minutes for October were approved. They had been sent electronically
as well as printed in the Kourier.
7. Treasurer’s Report was given by Joe Crowdis and was approved as read.
8. Sickness and distress: An update on Joyce Butcher was given.
9. Birthdays and Anniversaries: Joe Crowdis received his Birthday suit song and Bob and
Lynn have their 59th anniversary this month.
10. Old business: George was to order a Badge for a new member.
11. New Business: No new business was conducted.
12. Campout Report: Joe Crowdis stated that we would be having a campout in May at the
Meadowcliff RV Park in Coleville, CA. Tentatively we arrive on Tuesday the 14th and leave
Friday the 17th. He would confirm the dates.
13. The next Meeting: will again be held at Skipolini’s. December 3rd at 12:00. It is our
Christmas Party and election of officers. It will be a Pizza Party and buffet style. More
information will be forthcoming after confirmation of costs and setup.
14. Special announcements: First lady thanked us for her Ladies project gift and George read
a formal thank you card from her. Bill and Cindy Earnhardt announced that they were
going to have another party at their home on Sunday, December 16th at 12:00 noon.
Dwain congratulated Potentate Paul for becoming a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason in
October.
15. Meeting adjourned at 12:42 pm after which lunch was served.
Respectfully Submitted, Dwain Thornton, Secretary (775) 527-1163

2019 Kerak Shriners Dues Notice
Dear Nobles, being a Shriner goes beyond a commitment to our fraternity and
Temple. Your participation truly makes a difference in the lives of children. Please
renew your membership today! Thank you, Paul.

Kerak Dinner and Stated Meeting
The next Kerak Shrine Stated meeting is December 19, 2018. Please plan to attend
for our Christmas and Holiday celebration. The Nobles will be voting for the Divan
of the next year.
The Ladies will do a recipe gift exchange. Please see the First Lady’s message for
details.

Help Our Children
Our Shrine Center is always in need of more drivers and co-drivers for
transportation of children to the Shrine Hospital. If you can give the Greatest
Gift of your time, please call Magda at the Shrine Center (856-3330) to be placed
on the list of those who give and give and give.

Support for the First Lady’s Project
Again, through the end of this year, Precision Diamonds Jewelry store is supporting the
First Lady’s Project by donating all proceeds from watch battery replacement services.
If you have watches that need batteries replaced or need watchband links removed, please
visit Victor and Candy at Precision Diamonds, 4145 S. Virginia Street, Reno. Tell them Paul
and Karen sent you.

Upcoming events
Please see the Potentate’s and First Lady’s messages in this issue of the Kourier for
additional events.

ANNOUNCING

Ladies, please join us for a fun evening on
November 28, 2018
(Please note the date change)

Sands Regency Hotel and Casino
345 N. Arlington Ave, Reno
Cocktails will be served at 5:30pm
Dinner will be Chicken Cordon Bleu served at 6:30pm
(a vegetarian dish is available if requested at time of RSVP)
Cost is $25 per person
Please RSVP by November 9 to
Erin Fox 775-287-4016 or Judy Fox 775-786-3928

KERAK SHRINE GREETERS

The Kerak Shrine Greeters are hoping to find some new
members. Could you be one of them?

What do Greeters do?
We welcome those attending stated meetings.
We carry the Shrine banner in parades.
We escort dignitaries for introduction at formal Shrine
functions.
Most of all we have fun doing what we do.

Our uniform is a white dinner jacket with a red bow tie, black
slacks and black shoes. If you are interested, we
have several white jackets just waiting to adorn a
Shriner like you.

Please call:
David Thiel PP, Director of the Greeters 775-530-3151
-or- Joe Crowdis 775-721-2981

Please join us for our EIGHTH Annual

Harvest Moon Gala
Auction & Wine Tasting
November 17, 2018 | 5:30 PM
Kerak Shrine Temple, 4935 Energy Way, Reno, NV

Dinner & Fun! $35 per person

RESERVED TABLES for 8 will be guaranteed until
September 25th. All tickets for reserved tables must
be pre-paid by this date.

AGAIN THIS YEAR: Valet Service!
Hosted by Nevada Rainbow Girls and ADULTS
All proceeds benefit Supreme Assembly 2020 in Reno
Limited Child Care will be available IF PRE-ARRANGED– please contact Joanie for details: 775.343.8240;
joaniejacka@gmail.com
We appreciate advance purchase of tickets; please mail your check
payable to “Nevada Grand Assembly 2020” to
Mrs. Joanie Jacka | 14660 S. Quiet Meadow Dr. | Reno, NV 89511

Nevada Rainbow Girls Fundraiser
Welcome to the Stille Ohana Monarch Coffee Farm located on the Kona side of
the big island of Hawaii. It is beautifully situated on fifteen acres of the historic
Kona Coffee Belt with breathtaking views of Geish coffee trees, Kailua Kona town
and the beautiful Pacific Ocean.
This beautiful private ohana features a living room, kitchenette, kingsize bedroom
with full tub/shower bathroom – perfect for two guests.
Enjoy a 7-night stay, complete with a welcome dinner and starter supplies in the
refrigerator, access to laundry facilities and the BBQ. Guests have access to
beach items, chairs, ice chests and umbrellas.
Guests will be treated to an informative farm tour of Coffee, Monarch Aviary and
Bee Hives, plus sightseeing tips, maps, restaurant locations and delicious coffee –
a perfect blend to your Kona Adventure!
This is a non-smoking property.
This prize does not include airfare or car rental. The hosts have asked for 3
months advance notice of your travel plans.
Value of $2,000; we have limited ticket sales to 250 at $25 each.
Funds raised by this opportunity will benefit our continued efforts to host Supreme
Assembly in 2020 in Reno, Nevada.
Tickets can be purchased from Joanie Jacka, SWA, 14660 S Quiet
Meadow Drive, Reno, Nevada 89511; phone inquiries to
775.344.8240. CHECKS should be made payable to Nevada Grand Assembly
2020 and mailed to Joanie.
Ticket stubs will be returned to the purchasers. The drawing will be held at the
Northern Harvest Gala in Reno on Saturday, November 18, 2018.

The
Black Camel
In Memory of our departed Brother Nobles

My Brethren, the roll of the workmen has been called, and one Master Mason has not
answered to his name. He has laid down the working tools of the Craft and with them
he has left that mortal part for which he no longer has use.
Donald Clukey
James Ruckman
Gordon Clare
Everett Corporon
S. BARTON “BART” JACKA

Robert Harry Groves
George Twaddle

Robert H. “Harry” Groves

Serge Ohanian
Warren Williams
Gene G. Fox, PP

Dec. 21, 2017
Jan. 14, 2018
Jan. 31. 2018
Mar. 17, 2016
May 4, 2018
June 12, 2018
Jun. 27, 2018
Jun. 12, 2018
Aug. 12, 2018
Oct. 13, 2018
Oct. 20, 2018

Roy Caldwell
Dec. 2017
Peter Zadra
Feb 28, 2018
David E. McMahon
Feb. 4, 2018
Martin “Marty” Jensen Feb. 8, 2018
Robert Milovich
May 17, 2018
Duane Ramsey (notified 5/26/2018)
James Conrad
July 15, 2018
Gordon I. Foote
July 20, 2018
Emmett E. “Gene” Moss Sept. 24, 2018
Carl Scott
Oct. 15, 2018

His labors here below have taught him to divest his heart and conscience of the vices
and superfluities of life, thereby fitting his mind as a living stone for that spiritual
building -- that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Kerak Wrecking Crew

Very generous donation to the First
Lady’s Project

Ron and Maria Downer

Donation to the Hospital in
memory of Gene Moss & Pete Zadra

Bill and Cindy Earnhardt

Donation to Kerak Shrine Center in
memory of PP Gene Fox

Bob and Lynn Anderson

Donation to Kerak Shrine Center

Howard and Susan Elsfelder

Donation to Kerak Shrine Center in
memory of Gene Moss and PP
Gene Fox

Thank you to all who continue to contribute to the First Lady’s Project. We will
certainly be able to make a difference in patients receiving cerebral palsy care at
our two hospitals
And still, another special thank you for all of you who donated to our Shrine
Center general fund. Every dollar counts.
Thank you all,
A. Paul Pabón, Potentate and Lady Karen

