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From Your Potentate
A. Paul Pabón & Lady Karen
Good day Ladies and Nobles, November was truly fulfeeling (sic). That
is just another word I invented to describe how I feel after eating all that
deliciousness of Thanksgiving, full. By that I mean that I am full from
Thanksgiving and feeling as stuffed as the turkey and all the
deliciousness that we ate… full-feeling.

Well, November had tons of Shrine business that needed
attending as we have only a few months to finish the projects left
on my to-do list. The last big project is the re-flooring of all the
carpeted areas in the office area. This will be started in early
December and will be completed, hopefully, by Christmas. The
cost will be quite minimal as one of our Nobles will be doing the
work of tiling the carpeted area with tiles which we already have.
The project will be a lot of work and anyone who wants to help
in this improvement is most welcome. Just contact Howard for
how you can help. Thank you in advance.

The roof has been a pain in the Illustrious butt for
perhaps the last ten (10) Potentates. We have been
patching here and patching there, trying to keep the
water from causing further damage. Well, the roof is
leaking again! What is needed is a new roof.
Financing this project with the assistance of our
insurance will be the subject of discussion.

Next it was our Golf Club’s Official Visit. What a bunch of swingers.
The First Lady and I had a wonderful time at Napa-Sonoma, in Reno.
Great company, great food and a very substantial gift to the First
Lady’s Project. This club really knows how to drive a “hole in one”
when it comes to welcoming the Potentate and his Lady. Much
advice was given to your Potentate on how to cure his “slice”. The
best advice I received was to leave my clubs in the bag. I can slice a
ball so bad that it starts heading back to me.
Next your Potentate attended Argenta’s Eastern Star Installation of Officers, in Virginia City. In
keeping with this year’s Shriner’s platform of “Masonic Unity”, it is important for the Nobles,
Divan and especially your Potentate to represent Kerak Shrine by attending all Masonic
appendant bodies functions. The installation was beautiful and very well attended.
Next came the Veteran’s Day Parade, in Reno. This is one of my
favorite parades as Reno always makes us feel so welcome. Many
of the veterans who were watching the parade were thanking the
Shriners for all we do for the children, when, truly, it is we who
should be thanking our veterans every day, not just on Veterans
Day! The parade was very well
attended by Kerak Shrine, and
for the first time, in my life, I
received a motor escort through
the parade. Two of our Nobles
rode their motorcycles and acted
as escort for your Potentate. Boy
did I ever feel important.

Then it was a mad dash to get home, get dressed, and get back on the road, to Reno for the
Grand Sessions of Free and Accepted Masons of Nevada. Kerak Shrine was recognized during
Grand Session which is a first in my limited time as a Shriner. Kerak was recognized during
sessions, dinners and was given the honor of opening the 155 th Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of Nevada. It should be Noted that Past Grand
Master Mark Marsh called Kerak Shrine one of the best times that he and his wife have had at a
Masonic function.
Next it was a long travel to San Diego to spend Thanksgiving with family and our beautiful
grand baby. It is hard to call him a baby still since he is two, almost three years old. It was
wonderful to be able to spend some time with family and reminded me of what I am most
thankful for.

Lastly, we were back at the Temple for the Shrine Kids
Christmas Party. This was the highest attended kids
Christmas party. Of all of the events I have attended as
Kerak’s Potentate this year, this is the event that warms my
heart more than any other. The reason for this strong
emotion towards this
event is the sight of a
child who comes up to
one of our clowns or a
one of our Nobles wearing a fez, and the child wants to
hold your hand and say “thank you Shriner”. Some of these
children have disabilities which, you would think, hamper
any happiness, and yet, nothing but gratitude and smiles on
their faces.
And how does all this happiness take place when the Shriner kids all have challenges. Well, I’ll
tell ya! Our Shriner family makes this miracle happen. Our Shriner family, which includes our
Ladies and Rainbow Girls, makes life for our Shriner kids beautiful and happy.
We are looking forward to seeing all of you for our last Stated Meeting of the year, on

December 19th.
Social hour will begin at 5:00 PM, followed by a delicious prime rib dinner and then our Stated
Meeting.
It is rather bitter-sweet that I say good bye as your Potentate. Bitter in that I have enjoyed
myself beyond words and do not want this time to end; and sweet, in that next year I will be
able to devote more time to be with my best friend, Karen.
From Karen and I, we thank you for allowing us the opportunity of being your Potentate and
First Lady, and personally, I thank you all for giving me the best Masonic year of my life.
Paul

2018
POTENTATE’S UPDATED CALENDAR
December 12
December 15
December 16
December 17
December 19
December 25
January 1
January 5

Scottish Rite, Reno Masonic Lodge #13
Installation of Officers, Amity #4, Silver City
Christmas party at Bill and Cindy Earnhardt’s
Visit to Honored Ladies’ Christmas Luncheon
Kerak Stated Meeting and election of officers, 5:00 P.M. Social, 6:00 P.M. dinner, theme
will be ‘A Christmas Party” Perhaps a visit from Santa, 7:00 P.M. Business Meeting
Merry Christmas
Happy New Year
Installation of 2019 Divan

It’s hard to believe that another year is almost over. But here we are, almost 2019.
Anyway, there was no stated meeting in November, instead it was Chief Rabban night. It was
held at Great Basin Brewery in Reno and was well attended.
The Sparks Hometown Christmas Parade was also well attended, thanks to the Klowns,
Stagecraft, Wrecking Crew, Past Potentates, etc.
The Shrine kids Christmas party was also very successful. I didn’t take a head count but I
believe we had close to 100 kids, parents and friends. A special THANK YOU to Bill and Cindy
who provided the food, the bounce house for the kids, stuffed animals, cooking, clean up, etc.
Also, Potentate Paul and 1st lady Karen for the work they did, and the donations they also
made. Noble David Lorenz personally purchased gifts for all of the Shrine kids. And the
Klowns, what’s a party without Klowns. And of course, Santa who as usual, showed up
“unexpectedly” and did his Santa thing, making the kids happy. And all of the Shriners and
ladies who were also here. This was one if not the most well attended and successful
Christmas Party’s we have had for the kids. THANK YOU all.
Next up, the December dinner, stated meeting and election of officers for 2019. That will be
on December 19th. The dinner will consist of Prime Rib, mashed potatoes, seasonal vegetables,
salad and a desert tray. The cost is $20.00 per person. We need you to R.S.V.P. by Thursday
December 13th. Please, please R.S.V.P. We will have enough food for those who call in, but no
guarantee for those who don’t. Don’t wait till the last minute – call the Temple 775 856-3330.
Leave a message if the answering machine is on.
Lastly, I pray that you be blessed and your Christmas be the safest and happiest ever.
Howard Elsfelder - Recorder

Kerak Shrine First Lady’s Message
November 2018
By Lady Karen Pabón
First Lady’s Project – Assistance to the Comprehensive Cerebral Palsy Center
Shriners Hospitals for Children, Northern California and Salt Lake City, Utah
November was a fun month. The month started with Paul’s Official Visit to the Golf
Club. We had a delicious lunch at Napa Sonoma. The Club presented us with gifts to
cover us from “Head to Toe”. Paul received a Golf Club cap and I received some warm
slipper socks. Then I was told that at holiday time, it is known that socks usually
contain gifts. And a gift it did! There was a very generous check from the Club’s
tournaments for the First Lady’s Project. Thank you, Golf Club!
Speaking about the First Lady’s Project, we are over $37,000 now … How high can we
go? The sky’s the limit! I’m looking forward to a very successful December to finish
out this two-year project. Thank you again for all of your support.
The Reno Veteran’s Day
parade was another
success.
It is so
heartwarming to see
our Veteran’s honored.
The response to the
Shriners
is
also
overwhelming.
From the parade, we hurried home, got ready and returned to Reno to attend the
Grand Master’s Dinner as part of the Grand Sessions. The next day I attended the
Ladies luncheon and activity. It was nice to honor Marta Marsh and spend time just
having relaxing fun. We painted wine bottles and all came out beautiful.
The following weekend we attended the Carson City High School Christmas Craft Fair.
We had handmade items that were donated to the First Lady’s Project from Shrine
Ladies and friends. Friday afternoon and all day Saturday netted over $1,000 in sales
and donations. What a SUCCESS!
Thanksgiving is such a fun holiday as we traveled to San Diego County
to visit family and our Grandson, Benjamin Logan. We are thankful for
each day together and the continued love and support of our family
and friends; including the generous donation to the First Lady’s
Project made by Dad. We are also thankful to have the opportunity to
work with all of you to benefit our Hospitals and each child treated.

Thanksgiving was followed by the Chief Rabban and
Chief Rabban Lady’s night. The Ladies honored
Samantha Conway at a delicious dinner at the Sands.
Thank you to Lisa Miolini from the Sands, Judy and Erin
Fox and Cindy Earnhardt for making this such an
enjoyable evening.
Due to other Masonic commitments, we were not able to attend the Sparks Hometowne
Christmas Parade, but I heard it was a good one.
The children’s Christmas Party was
another great success. The Earnhardt’s
did a fabulous job with the food, bounce
house and crafts for the kids. Santa made
eyes light up with gifts for all of the kids
provided by the Earnhardt’s, Noble David
Lorenz (of Michael and Sons Jeweler) and donations from
Petsmart and Walmart.
The next day was the Karavaners Christmas party and election meeting. And so the
next year begins… Paul accepted the Wagon Master position of this Unit. We are
looking forward to lots of camping!
Coming up next will be the Earnhardt’s Christmas Party at their
home on December 16…sure looking forward to another great time.
The Stated Meeting is on December 19. I will put out all of the remaining “chance to
win” prizes and craft fair items. Make an offer and we will sell the items for a donation
to the First Lady’s Project.
Ladies, please join us for the gift exchange while the men hold their
meeting. This will be a recipe gift exchange. Please bring your favorite
recipe with the non-perishable ingredients in a bag, basket, container,
etc. We will draw numbers and play the exchange game.
And with this, the last Kourier as your First Lady, I say thank you so much for supporting
me through the last two years. They have been the most wonderful years for Paul and
I. We love you all!

We wish you all a safe and wonderful Christmas
and a very Happy New Year!

2018 KERAK SHRINE CLUBS AND UNITS
CLUBS
Clubs are outlying satellite parts of Kerak Shrine that work to support the Shriners
Hospitals and the Kerak Shrine Center.
EL-KO

Reed Moseley

775.934.9759

Kit Carson Valley Shrine Club

Mike Chapton

775.392.3102

Pizan Switch

Mike McCurry

760.937.2204

UNITS
Units are groups of Shriners, families and friends who have a common interest
and enjoy getting together.
Arabians
Arabian Knights
Golf Club
Greeters
Karavaners
Klowns
Moonshriners
Motor Kart Unit
Honda Hot Shots
Over The Hill Gang
Provost Marshal
Rod & Gun Club
Stagecraft
Wrecking Crew

Greg Adams
Chris Shoemaker
John Reed
David Thiel, P.P.
George McKiernan
Richard Scott
Todd Williams
Michael J. Fox P.P.
Merged W/ Motor Kart Unit
A. Paul Pabón
Rod Stahl
John Little
Larry Snearly
Keith Mikaelsen

775.722.3075
775.400.1369
775.825-2557
775.530.3151
775.722.6661
775.843.9526
775.240.1286
775.742.1867
775.720.4097
775.846.2140
775.771.9420
775.742.0933
775.851.8746

Kerak Shrine Golf Club
A Social Club That Plays Golf
November 8th was our first post-Club Championship tournament monthly meeting at the Naps Sonoma
restaurant on South Virginia. Good turnout of members plus we were honored to have the presence of the 2018
Kerak Shrine Potentate Paul Pabón and his lady Karen (See attached picture).
President John Reed introduced them and presented Lady Karen with a check from the Golf Club for $4,000.
This amount had been collected from the tournament players at each Club tournament throughout the year and
goes to the Potentate’s Lady for special Shrine hospital-related projects.
Secretary Tom Buntin also announced that Frank Omboli was the Golfer of the Year as determined from the
Club Point System which totals the monthly points for the year.
Dan Venters was the Club Champion as a result of winning the two-day Club Championship tournament in
October. CONGRATULATIONS to the winners.
We also held 2019 Club elections. John Reed was unanimously elected President again with Tom Buntin
to continue as Secretary. Bob Yturiaga will again be our treasurer. Directors will be Ed Nelson, Jim Walsh and
Barry Seifers.
The first part of November the Club had our special annual trip to Mesquite. Five days of fabulous golf on
some fabulous courses. This trip was not part of the regular schedule, but is an added bonus for whomever
wanted to play on some unusual and fun courses, and have a fun and relaxing time with fellow golf club
members and guests.
The 2019 golfing season starts with our first tournament in March and until then we’ll be discussing the
2019 tournament schedule that President John will develop (a lot like last year), Point System changes, the rules
and other golf-related subjects. Please try to make the monthly meetings, and give us your suggestions and
comments.
Next Monthly Meeting – Napa Sonoma Restaurant – Thursday – December 13th
The 2018 Kerak Shrine golfing season for the Club is over, but we’re now looking for Shriners and guests
who would enjoy playing some fun golf for the 2019 season. If interested, contact President John Reed, 8252557, john.w.reed@charter.net, or Secretary Tom Buntin, 827-3930, nitnub@sbcglobal.net.
All pertinent golf club information is on the Kerak Golf Club website – kerakgolfclub.com.

Kerak Greeters
Dear Nobles and ladies,
The Kerak Greeters plan to support the Potentate and his activities this coming year 2019 by
greeting members and guests on arrival to the stated meetings and other functions requested
by the Potentate.
We hope to reorganize with new officers and present members with new ideas and concepts
for the future of the Kerak Greeters.
Please plan to attend our 3rd Tuesday of January meeting (January 15,2019), 7:00 p.m. at the
Kerak Temple. Refreshments will be provided.
Wishing you all Happy Holidays.
David Thiel – Director
775 530-3151
P.S. dress is casual and please leave a voice message if you desire to attend.
Thank you

News from the

Karavaners Unit

December 3rd 2018 Newsletter and Minutes
1. The lunch was attended by 26 people. The early birds ordered their drinks and the food
was brought out and set up in the large dining room at 12:00 PM.
2. The meeting was called to order by Wagon Master George McKiernan at 1:00 PM
3. The Pledge of Allegiance was given.
4. George thanked Dwain and Betty for hosting the luncheon.
5. Introduction of guests: Chuck Cummings was introduced by Bill Earnhardt and he was also
voted in as a member.
6. The reading of the minutes for November were approved. They had been sent
electronically as well as printed in the Kourier. A copy was available if anyone wished to
review them.
7. Treasures Report was given by Joe Crowdis and was approved as read.
8. Sickness and distress: An update on Joyce Butcher was given.
9. Birthdays and Anniversaries: Carol Hawkins, Lark McIntosh and Bill Earnhardt received
their Birthday suit song and Jerry and Marilynn Olson have their 50th wedding anniversary
this month.
10. Old business: George was to order a Badge for a new member but forgot to bring it. There
are still 5 badges that have not been picked up. Terry and Joy Hurt, Gary Vogelsang, Hilda
E. Perdomo and Carol Butcher.
11. New Business: The Elections of new officers were held in the anteroom and sworn in by
proclamation by our Potentate Paul Pabón. They are: Paul Pabón Wagon Master, Bill
Earnhardt Assistant Wagon Master, Frank “Joe” Crowdis Treasurer, and John McIntosh
Secretary. The outgoing officers were George McKiernan and Dwain Thornton.
12. Campout Report: Joe Crowdis stated that we would be having a campout in May at the
Meadow cliff RV Park in Coleville CA. Tentatively we arrive on Tuesday the 14th and leave
Friday the 17th He would confirm the dates.
13. The next Meeting: Carol Hawkins will be the host for our first meeting on January 7th 2019
at 12:00 noon. She will be confirming the location and further information will be forth
coming.
14. Special announcements: Bill and Cindy Earnhardt announced that they were going to have
another party at their home on Sunday, December 16th at 12:00 noon.
15. Potentate Paul Pabón announced that the Stated Meeting would be on the 19th and it
would be Prime Rib. First Lady Karen announced that she was going to have a blowout gift
exchange and recipe exchange. So bring money.

Meeting and party were adjourned at 1:30.
Respectfully Submitted, Dwain Thornton, “Past Secretary” (775) 527-1163

Our Christmas meeting and party buffet

Announcing new officers

KERAK SHRINE

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
January 5, 2019
Sands Regency Hotel/Casino Ball Room

5:30 PM No host Bar ~ Social Hour
6:30 PM Dinner – Your choice:
Grilled Salmon with hollandaise sauce
Chicken Marsala
Vegetarian Platter
All entries are served with rice pilaf; fresh seasonal
vegetables; Rolls & butter and Dessert.
$35.00 per person
7:30 PM Installation – Officers - Black Tie
RSVP by 12/28/18 ~ (775) 856-3330

2019 Kerak Shriners Dues Notice
Dear Nobles, being a Shriner goes beyond a commitment to our fraternity and
Temple. Your participation truly makes a difference in the lives of children.
Please renew your membership today! Thank you, Paul.

Kerak Dinner and Stated Meeting
The next Kerak Shrine Stated meeting is December 19, 2018. Please plan to
attend for our Christmas and Holiday celebration including a delicious prime rib
dinner. The Nobles will be voting for the Divan of the next year.
The Ladies will do a recipe gift exchange. Please see the First Lady’s message
for details.

2019 Installation Dinner
The dinner will be on January 5, 2019 at the Sands. Please see the flyer in this
issue of the Kourier.

Help Our Children
Our Shrine Center is always in need of more drivers and co-drivers for
transportation of children to the Shrine Hospital. If you can give the
Greatest Gift of your time, please call Magda at the Shrine Center (8563330) to be placed on the list of those who give and give and give.

Support for the First Lady’s Project
Again, through the end of this year, Precision Diamonds Jewelry store is supporting
the First Lady’s Project by donating all proceeds from watch battery replacement
services. If you have watches that need batteries replaced or need watchband links
removed, please visit Victor and Candy at Precision Diamonds, 4145 S. Virginia Street,
Reno. Tell them Paul and Karen sent you. The Hospitals, children and I thank you.

Amazon Shopping?
The website, “smile.amazon.com”, will donate .5% of your purchases to the charity of
your choosing. Yes, Shriners Hospitals for Children is on the list. This website uses
the same login information and provides the same products as the amazon site.

The
Black Camel
In Memory of our departed Brother Nobles

My Brethren, the roll of the workmen has been called, and one Master Mason has not
answered to his name. He has laid down the working tools of the Craft and with them
he has left that mortal part for which he no longer has use.
Donald Clukey
James Ruckman
Gordon Clare
Everett Corporon
S. BARTON “BART” JACKA

Robert Harry Groves
George Twaddle

Robert H. “Harry” Groves

Serge Ohanian
Warren Williams
Gene G. Fox, PP

Dec. 21, 2017
Jan. 14, 2018
Jan. 31. 2018
Mar. 17, 2016
May 4, 2018
June 12, 2018
Jun. 27, 2018
Jun. 12, 2018
Aug. 12, 2018
Oct. 13, 2018
Oct. 20, 2018

Roy Caldwell
Dec. 2017
Peter Zadra
Feb 28, 2018
David E. McMahon
Feb. 4, 2018
Martin “Marty” Jensen Feb. 8, 2018
Robert Milovich
May 17, 2018
Duane Ramsey (notified 5/26/2018)
James Conrad
July 15, 2018
Gordon I. Foote
July 20, 2018
Emmett E. “Gene” Moss Sept. 24, 2018
Carl Scott
Oct. 15, 2018
George Allen
Oct. 5, 2018

His labors here below have taught him to divest his heart and conscience of the vices
and superfluities of life, thereby fitting his mind as a living stone for that spiritual
building -- that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Kerak Golf Club; Anonymous (you
know who you are); Milos Koutsky
(Lady Karen’s Father); Pat and Darryl
Norman; Kerak Aides

Very generous donations to the
First Lady’s Project

Bob & Lynn Anderson; Vernice Strange;
Dwight E. Goff; Gene & Mary Nelson

Donations to the Hospital in
memory of Gene Fox

Thank you to all who continue to contribute to the First Lady’s Project. We will
certainly be able to make a difference in patients receiving cerebral palsy care at
our two hospitals
And still, another special thank you for all of you who donated to our Shrine
Center general fund. Every dollar counts.
Thank you all,
A. Paul Pabón, Potentate and Lady Karen

